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Guidance for Engaging with the Dorset National Landscape Team on
England Woodland Creation Offer (EWCO) Applications

1. Introduction: Our Role and Interests

The Dorset National Landscape (DNL) is one of the protected landscapes formerly
known as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). National Landscapes are
among England’s most valued places, recognised for their natural beauty, cultural
heritage and biodiversity. Dorset National Landscape is the fifth largest in England and
has a statutory purpose to conserve and enhance natural beauty. Woodland creation
here must respect these qualities and align with the National Landscape Management
Plan.

Well-designed woodland creation supports Dorset’s landscape character, biodiversity
and cultural heritage while contributing to national targets for climate and nature
recovery. In considering your application, the Forestry Commission have a duty to seek
to further the designation of the National Landscape. To achieve this, they may look at
how your proposal aligns with the objectives of Dorset National Landscape.

2. Consultation Process

The DNL is a non-statutory consultee. We strongly recommend consulting with the
team early, before you submit your EWCO application. The EWCO Guidance requires
you to consult your neighbours and interested parties to explain the work before
submitting.

Contact: Please use the following email addresses for consultation:
DorsetAONBPlanning@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Response Time: We will generally acknowledge your request upon receipt and aim to
provide a detailed response within 2-3 weeks. We may request more details or
recommend further consultation.

Required Information: Please provide a concise written overview that includes:
e Adescription of the proposal.
e Background info - historical information, future aspirations.
e Info aboutformal and informal access.
e Other constraints and ideally feedback on these issues from other consultees (if
applicable/available).



The EWCO Application Form (WCP 3: Constraints) requires you to indicate if the site is
within a National Landscape/AONB. If it is, you must answer the following question as
part of your Woodland Creation Plan (WCP): 'Mitigation: How will you ensure the

designated area is maintained in line with your legal responsibilities in connection to

your proposal?'

Key Planting and Design Information (WCP 1 to WCP 5): To expedite the process of us
evaluating your proposal, please provide:

e Plans showing areas to be planted (using an OS basemap, if possible).

e Species, densities, and areas of open space.

e Details of any 'furniture' (e.g., fencing, gates, signage).

e Relevantinformation on land management intentions (e.g. coppicing, grazing,
orchards, agroforestry).

Planning Issues: You should highlight any intentions that might require planning

permission, such as:

e Theinclusion of glamping.

e Car parking.

e Upgraded access.
e New uses like a forest school.

3. Assessment Criteria

We will assess the proposal based on its alignment with plans and policies:

Criterion

DNL Considerations

National Landscape
Management Plan
(NLMP)

Protection of panoramic views. Avoidance of any urbanising or
unnatural features. Protection/enhancements of landscape
character, historic environment, and protected
habitats/species.

Landscape
Character
Assessments (LCA)

Whether the proposal complements the existing landscape
pattern or makes an encouraged change (i.e., landscape fit).
This may include guidelines on species, coppicing, and
orchards.

Connectivity

Proposals that will expand or connect nature. Sites that
replicate or reintroduce valued features of the landscape.

Overall, we are more likely to support proposals that fit with the prevailing landscape
character, or make a positive change towards an area being considered more naturally
beautiful. We also encourage proposals that deliver multiple benefits (e.g. natural flood

management, nature recovery, sensitive public access). Such proposal may include, for



example, arable conversion (potentially also intensive grassland), diverse mixes of
native species, and space for nature (open spaces, well-designed edges, wood
pasture).

4. Areas of Potential Concern

We may express concern regarding, or will not supportin principle:

e Blocking valued and panoramic views.

e Loss of valued habitats and 'opportunity costs' where other changes may be
preferable to woodland creation.

e The use of conifers and some non-natives, unless these are minor components.

¢ Theintroduction of too much recreational pressure and the potential for auxiliary
development and changes to land use.

o Impactful tracks, conspicuous fencing, and gateways.

o Adverse impacts on heritage assets (designated and non-designated).

5. Sources of Guidance

Consultants and applicants should refer to the following resources:

e Landscape and woodland design for woodland creation - GOV.UK

o Edge design for woodland integration, resilience and biodiversity - GOV.UK

e Considering forest and woodland design - Forest Research (See: Design
techniques for forest management planning)

e Expanding Agroforestry: A Tree Species Guide for Agroforestry in the UK - Forest
Research

e Forest Research Decision Support Tools Portal v2.0 (forestdss.org.uk)

e Ecological Site Classification (ESC) - Forest Research
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